
         Year 6 

           Spring 2 Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope you and the children had a wonderful break and that they feel well-

rested for the remainder of the spring term – we are now half-way through 

Year 6!  

With SATs fast approaching, we have invested in some CGP practice books 

which contain ten minute tests in maths, reading and SPAG. These practice tests 

should help to refresh the children's memories and improve their speed. We will be using 

these books in school and homework will be sent home as usual on Mondays and returned on 

Fridays. 

We would appreciate it if you would encourage your child to complete their homework, along 

with their home reading and TT Rockstars. The reading test contains three separate 

texts which can be lengthy, so reading stamina is a must. 

There are free online 10 minute tests in maths and SPAG that your child can 

have a go at. Just follow: https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/resources/ks2-sats-

online-10-minute-tests 

Best wishes, 

Mrs Lonsdale ☺ 

 

 

 

 

 

We had a great 

day at the farm! 

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/resources/ks2-sats-online-10-minute-tests
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/resources/ks2-sats-online-10-minute-tests


What do I need to know and bring to school? 

Monday Reading book 

and diary 

My new homework 

and spellings are 

sent home 

I have PE with 

Mrs Lonsdale 

 

Tuesday Reading book 

and diary 

If I play the violin, 

my lesson is today 

  

Wednesday Reading book 

and diary 

   

Thursday Reading book 

and diary 

I have PE today 

with Team Theme 

  

Friday Reading book 

and diary 

My reading diary is 

monitored today 

I must return 

my completed 

homework and 

spellings 

I have a 

spelling test 

today 

 

Curriculum 

Please have a look at the Year 6 curriculum map on the Year 6 class page under 

the Spring 1 heading. I have given a snapshot of some of the exciting topics 

your child will be learning  about throughout this half term. 

 

Science 

Evolution and inheritance 

Nurture or nature? 

Building on what they learned about fossils in the topic on rocks in year 3, children will find 

out more about how living things on earth have changed over time. They will be introduced 

to the idea that characteristics are passed from 

parents to their offspring, for instance by considering 

different breeds of dogs, and what happens when, for 

example, labradors are crossed with poodles. They 

should also appreciate that variation in offspring over 

time can make animals more or less able to survive in 

particular environments, for example, by exploring how 

giraffes’ necks got longer, or the development of insulating fur on the arctic fox. Children 

will find out about the work of palaeontologists such as Mary Anning and about how Charles 

Darwin and Alfred Wallace developed their ideas on evolution. 

History 



Who are the Maya people and what are they 

famous for?  

We will uncover the mysteries of the Mayan 

civilisation with this fascinating topic. We will begin by 

ordering historical events studied throughout our 

Greenlands journey on a timeline, before considering where the ancient Mayan 

civilisation fits. We will take a virtual trip deep into the rainforests of Central America 

as we explore Mayan ruins and from there embark on a journey that will help the 

children uncover the life, society and civilisation of both ancient and modern Mayan 

people. 

Art - sculpture 

What inspired the Mayan masks? 

As the children know, art is one of my favourite topics to 

teach and I am very excited about this one in particular. 

We will learn about the significance of masks in the 

Maya culture and why they were worn. After researching 

and sketching some of our own designs, we will make our 

very own design using mod roc. After it has hardened, we 

will decorate the mask and parade around the school! 

The children will decide whether to create a death mask, 

battle mask or an event mask.   

 

Homework 

Homework and spellings are sent home every Monday and must 

be returned on or before the Friday. If homework is not 

returned on or before the Friday, then children will complete 

their homework during their own time.  

Spellings 

Spelling is taught in class daily; however, children will also bring home the words 

that they are learning in class to practise at home. These sheets must be 

returned with their homework on or before the Friday. The number of words 

assessed will vary depending on your child’s spelling focus. Your child will be 

assessed on these words every Friday. I will also add in extra words that they 

have not seen, nor practised, but which follow the same spelling rule.  

Reading 



Children are expected to read at least three times at home per week. Even in 

their final year of primary school, children still love to read to their parents and 

benefit enormously. Please encourage your child to read and sign their diary 

whenever they do. Children will be rewarded weekly and entered into a raffle 

where they could win a prize at the end of each half term. Children who don’t 

read three times will catch up in their own time during school.   

 

TT Rockstars 

Children will continue accessing TT Rockstars from school 

to practise their fluency and speed when recalling times 

tables and associated division facts. Please remember to 

continue accessing this at home. This knowledge will be 

invaluable come the SATs! 

Class Story 

Our class story, which we will read every day, is The Curse 

of the Maya. 

This gripping tale of twin twelve-year-olds, Verity and 

Ethan, who travel to Guatemala with their father, is packed 

full of archaeological intrigue. Whilst excavating a newly 

found Maya city, an ancient mask is discovered. Is the mask 

the cause of the end of the Maya civilisation, or is 

something more underhand going on? Will these children 

find out the answer as they deal with danger, kidnap, 

excitement and mystery? The children have to deal with 

problem-solving as independent young minds in the confusing world of a foreign 

country. What will it take to succeed?  


